
Hi James 
 
The label of Restricted access is used by EThOS for a range of reasons, e.g. if the university has 
declined to digitise because of third party copyright or author permissions, or if the thesis itself is 
restricted in some way at the university itself. This is the instruction we received from LSE for this 
thesis, and as you know we always follow the advice of our participating institutions when managing 
the thesis data in EThOS. 
 
I believe LSE now hold a facsimile copy of the thesis. As the EThOS information indicates, users of 
EThOS are advised to approach the library of the university for further information. 
 
With best wishes 
Sara 
 
 
From: Courthold, James <James.Courthold@bl.uk>  
Sent: 06 August 2019 14:10 
To: Gould, Sara <Sara.Gould@bl.uk> 
Subject: EthOS FOI 
 
Hi Sara  
 
Please could you provide some information which would allow me to answer the following FOI:  
 

“https://ethos.bl.uk/OrderDetails.do?did=1&uin=uk.bl.ethos.652034 
 

There, you can see that this thesis is placed on Restricted Access. This is bizarre because the thesis 
was allegedly presented to the University of London libraries in 1984 and is already 35 years old. 
Please explain why it has been put on restricted access for so long. In fact, I can download or request 
copies of other LSE PhD theses of the same age on your eThOS. Why is the PhD thesis authored by 
Ing-Wen Tsai so unusual?  From my understanding, PhD authors can request restricted access in 
exceptional situations, but only for two years at most.” 
 
 
Many thanks  
 
James  
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